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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 
BAKERSFIELD  DISTRICT 
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IN  REPLY  REFER  TO  f    *j 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

BUREAU  OF   LAND   MANAGEMENT 

Bakersfield  District  Office 

800  Truxtun  Avenue,  Room  302 

Bakersfield,  California   93301 

Phone:  (805)861-4191 

Office  Hours:   7:30  a.m  to  4:00  p.m.,  weekdays 

BLM  Library 
D-553A,  Buildirg  50 
Denver  Federal  Center 
P.  0.  Box  25047 
Denver,  CO   80325-0047 

Dear  Reviewer: 

Enclosed  for  your  review  is  the  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  on  the 
Hollister  Resource  Management  Plan  for  public  lands  located  in  Fresno,  San  Benito, 
Monterey,  Madera,  Merced,  Stanislaus,  Santa  Clara,  San  Joaquin,  Alameda,  Contra 
Costa,  San  Mateo  and  Santa  Cruz  counties,  California,  within  the  Bakersfield  BLM 
District.  The  EIS  also  fulfills  the  environmental  assessment  requirements  for 
livestock  grazing  management  within  the  Planning  Area. 

The  statement  was  prepared  pursuant  to  Section  102(2X0  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969.  It  is  based  on  information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  and  other  sources,  including  Federal,  State  and  local  agencies, 
and  interested  private  organizations  and  citizens.  As  no  concerns  raised  during  the 
public  review  of  the  Draft  EIS  required  major  revisions  of  the  document,  the  Final 
EIS  has  been  prepared  in  an  abbreviated  format  consistent  with  provisions  of  Section 
1500  of  40  CFR,  the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality's  regulations  for  the 
implementation  of  NEPA.  The  Final  EIS  includes  all  comments  received  during  the 
public  review,  responses  to  each  comment,  and  required  modifications  of  the  text. 
This  document  should  therefore  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  previously  published 
Draft  EIS. 

This  FEIS  contains  BLM's  Resource  Management  Plan.  This  plan  is  a  refinement  of 
the  Balanced  Use  Alternative  presented  in  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (DEIS)  published  July,  1983.  The  major  change  from  the  DEIS  is  a 
modification  of  recreation-related  proposals  in  the  Hernandez  Valley  and  Pinnacles 
areas. 

All  parts  of  this  plan  may  be  protested.  Protests  should  be  sent  to  the  Director, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  18th  and  C  Streets,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.     20240,  prior  to  MAY  [5       ,1984  (the  end  of  the  30-day 

protest  period)  and  should  include  the  following  information: 

The  name,  mailing  address,  telephone  number,  and  interest  of  the  person 
filing  the  protest. 

A  statement  of  the  issue  or  issues  being  protested. 


A  statement  of  the  part  or  parts  being  protested. 

A  copy  of  all  documents  addressing  the  issue  or  issues  that  were  submitted 
during  the  planning  process  by  the  protesting  party  or  an  indication  of  the 
date  the  issue  or  issues  were  discussed  for  the  records. 

A  short  concise  statement  explaining  why  the  BLM  State  Director's 
proposed  decision  (Preferred  Alternative)  is  wrong. 

At  the  end  of  the  30-day  protest  period,  the  Resource  Management  Plan,  excluding 
any  portions  under  protest,  shall  become  final.  Approval  shall  be  withheld  on  any 
portion  of  the  plan  under  protest  until  final  action  has  been  completed  on  such 
protest.  The  approval  process  and  the  final  resource  management  plan  will  be 
published  with  the  Record  of  Decision  in  May,  1984. 


Sincerely  yours, 


h^\  Robert  D.  Rheiner,  Jr. 
District  Manager 
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Enclosure 


BLM  CA  ES  84  003  1792 


Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

PROPOSED  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

FOR  THE  HOLLISTER  PLANNING  AREA 

FRESNO,  SAN  BENITO,  MONTEREY,  MADERA, 

MERCED,  STANISLAUS,  SAN  JOAQUIN,  ALAMEDA,  CONTRA  COSTA, 

SAN  MATEO,  SANTA  CLARA,  AND  SANTA  CRUZ  COUNTIES,  CALIFORNIA 


Prepared  by 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Bakersfield  District 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  proposes  to  implement  a  multiple-use  Resource 
Management  Plan  on  328,378  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Hollister  Planning  Area  of 
California. 

The  four  alternative  plans  represent  a  spread  between  development  oriented  and 
protection  oriented  resource  allocations.  Environmental  consequences  of  the 
proposed  plan  and  each  of  the  alternatives  are  described  in  the  Summary  Intro- 
duction and  in  Chapter  4  of  the  EIS. 


fe    *9     /^ft*  ■  "fr< 


irn 


State  Director,  California 


For  further  information  contact: 


David  E.  Howell 

Hollister  Resource  Area  Manager 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

P.O.  Box  365 

Hollister,  California    95024-0365 

Phone:    (408)  637-8183 


Date  by  which  comments  are  due: 


MAY  15   1984 


SUMMARY 


This  EIS  examines  4  alternatives: 

1.  Maximize  Protection  (Includes  No  Grazing) 

2.  Balanced  Use  (Proposed  Action) 

3.  Maximize  Protection 

4.  No  Action  (Present  Management) 


For  16  Management  Areas: 

1.  Monterey  Bay  9. 

2.  Gabilans/Diablo  10. 

3.  Sierra  de  Salinas  11. 

4.  Pinnacles  12. 

5.  Call  Mountain/Hernandez  Valley  13. 

6.  Panoche  Hills  14. 

7.  Griswold/Tumey  Hills  15. 

8.  Clear  Creek/Condon  Peak  16. 


Ciervo  Hills/ Joaquin  Rocks 

Coalinga  Mineral  Springs 

Coalinga 

Parkfield 

Williams  Hill 

Central  San  Joaquin 

Squaw  Leap 

South  Bay 


Dealing  with  10  Issues/Resources: 

A.  Livestock  Grazing 

B.  Oil,  Gas  and  Minerals 

C.  Fire  Management 

D.  Recreation 

E.  Land  Tenure 


F.  Sensitive,  Rare,  Threatened 
or  Endangered  Species 

G.  Soil,  Air  and  Water  (Watershed) 
H.     Wildlife  Habitat 

I.       Cultural  Resources 
J.      Visual  Resources 


Concerning  Multiple-Use  Resource  Management  on  328,378  acres  of  public  land 
within  the  Hollister  Planning  Area. 
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CHANGES  TO  THE  DEIS 

CHAPTER  1  -  ERRATA 

Page  1-3,  Recreation  Goal,  substitute  the  following: 

Provide  recreational  opportunities  in  response  to  public  demands. 

Protect  other  resource  values  such  as  cultural  resources  and  habitat  for 
sensitive,  rare,  threatened  or  endangered  species. 

Minimize  conflicts  with  adjacent  property  owners  and  among  user  groups. 

Page     1-4,    Rare,     Threatened     or    Endangered    Species,    under    Goal,    substitute 
"recover"  for  the  word  "sustain." 

CHAPTER  2  -  ERRATA 

Page  2-2,  Moreno  Paleontological  Area  ACEC,  first  sentence  at  top  of  page,  after 
the  word  "disturbance,"  insert"  (oil,  gas  and  mining  activities,  etc.)." 

Page  2-2,  Clear  Creek  Serpentine  Area  ACEC,  substitute  the  following: 

Designate  30,000  acres  encompassing  the  area  of  serpentine  soils  high  in 
asbestos  fibers,  including  the  Clear  Creek  watershed. 

The  ACEC  will  not  alter  existing  ORV  designations  or  preclude  other  uses. 

Develop  a  Habitat  Management  Plan  to  protect  and/or  enhance  sensitive 
plant  habitat  in  the  area. 

Implement  watershed  "Best  Management  Practices"  as  identified  in  the 
ORV  designation/implementation  plan  and  watershed  amendment. 

Continue  monitoring  programs  assessing  sedimentation  in  the  Clear  Creek 
drainage  and  impacts  on  sensitive  or  RTE  plant  habitat  and  important 
riparian  zones. 

Identify  and  prioritize  areas  reguiring  further  protection  and/or 
stabilization  along  with  recommendations  for  appropriate  action. 

Intensify  the  current  asbestos  hazard  awareness  program  by  signing, 
pamphlets  and  increased  individual  user  contact. 


Designate  and  protect  representative  serpentine  soil  research  areas  for 
their  scientific  and  educational  values. 

Designate  and  protect  areas  of  significant  concern  for  hobby  gem  and 
mineral  collecting,  in  consultation  with  interested  parties. 

Page  2-3,  Policy  No.  6,  substitute  the  following: 

Before  implementation  of  surface  disturbing  projects,  including  range 
developments  and  vegetation  manipulations,  cultural  resources  will  be 
inventoried  and  evaluated,  and  attempts  will  be  made  to  avoid  adverse 
impacts  to  National  Register  eligible  sites,  when  feasible.  Consultation 
will  be  made  with  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  (SHPO),  and  the 
Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation  (ACHP),  as  necessary,  to 
develop  acceptable  mitigation  strategies  in  accordance  with  the 
Rangeland  Programmatic  Memorandum  of  Agreement  (PMOA)  of  January 
14,  1980,  between  the  BLM,  the  ACHP,  and  the  National  Conference  of 
SHPOs.  Conflicts  will  be  resolved  in  accordance  with  36  CFR  800  and  as 
outlined  in  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  between  the 
California  Native  American  Heritage  Commission,  the  SHPO,  and  the 
BLM. 

Page  2-4,  Policy  No.  11,  add  as  last  sentence,  "The  withdrawal  would  become 
effective  concurrently  upon  termination  of  the  existing  C&MU  mineral 
segregation." 

Page  2-4,  Policy  No.  12,  begin  sentence  with  "Requests  for  rights-of-way  or..." 

Page  2-5,  Policy  No.  22,  the  word  "with"  should  be  "within." 

Page  2-5,  add  the  following  policy  statements: 

No.  23,  "Camping  will  be  limited  to  14  consecutive  days  maximum  in  any 
location  area-wide." 

No.  24,  "Adjustments  to  grazing  use  levels  will  not  be  made  unless  monitoring 
indicates  a  need  for  change  or  a  mutual  agreement  with  the  grazing  lessee 
can  be  reached." 

No.  25,  "Restrict  travel  on  unsurfaced  roads  in  wet  weather  to  the  extent 
possible." 

No.  26,  "All  roads  not  required  for  administrative  purposes  or  public  use 
should  be  closed  and  rehabilitated." 

No.  27,  "The  Bureau  will  file  for  State  appropriative  water  rights  for  all 
existing  and  any  new  surface  water  facilities  on  which  any  federal  funding  has 
been  expended,  in  the  development,  construction  or  maintenance  of  the  water 
facility.  Filing  will  be  either  solely  in  the  name  of  the  BLM  or  as  a  co-holder 
with  the  permittee  or  lessee  making  beneficial  use  of  the  water.  In  addition, 
the  Bureau  will  assert  Federal  reserved  water  rights  for  the  amounts  and  uses 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  the  lands  have  been 
withdrawn." 


No.  28,  "Private  individuals  may  appropriate  unappropriated  water  on 
unreserved  lands  for  use  on  or  off  the  public  lands.  The  appropriation  must  be  in 
accordance  with  state  laws  and  consistent  with  multiple-use  management  of  the 
public  lands.  Private  individuals  may  also  use  reserved  water  when  water  is 
available  and  the  proposed  use  is  compatible  with  the  purposes  of  the  reservation 
and  other  multiple-use  management  guidelines.  Rights-of-way  are  necessary  when 
water  from  any  source  is  conveyed  across  public  land." 

No.     29,     "Protection     or     enhancement     of    riparian     areas     will     be     given 
consideration  in  all  activity  plan  development." 

Page  2-14,  Table  2-4,  Livestock  Grazing,  Alternative  2,  after  the  third  sentence, 
insert  "Manage  for  700  lbs/acre  residual  forage  on  the  larger  "M"  category 
allotments." 

Page  2-16,  Table  2-4,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  for  first  sentence  substitute 
"Hunting  access  will  be  considered  for  possible  future  implementation  in 
cooperation  with  the  NPS,  private  landowners,  the  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game  and  the  Department  of  Forestry.  In  the  interim,  develop  a  cooperative 
agreement  with  the  NPS  to  enhance  hiking  opportunities  on  adjacent  parcels 
of  public  lands,  consistent  with  the  Pinnacles  Master  Plan." 

Page  2-17,  Table  2-5,  Livestock  Grazing,  Alternative  2,  end  of  last  sentence  in 
second  paragraph,  add  "on  all  "I"  and  larger  "M"  category  allotments." 

Page  2-19,  Table  2-5,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  first  sentence,  after  "Same  as  Alt. 
4,"  delete  rest  of  sentence.  Second  sentence,  "Tucker  Gulch"  should  be 
"Tucker  Mountain."  After  second  sentence,  add  "Also  consolidate  lands  in  the 
Laguna  Mountain  Area."  Under  SUPPORT  delete  "trail  construction  from 
Clear  Creek  to  Hernandez  Reservoir." 

Page  2-20,  Table  2-5,  Land  Tenure,  Alternative  2,  first  sentence,  delete  "near 
Hernandez  Reservoir"  and  substitute  "in  the  Laguna  Mountain  Area." 

Map  4a  (Alternative  2),  will  be  revised  to  reflect  ORV  opportunities  (2b)  in  the  area 
north  of  the  Clear  Creek  Management  Area  and  consolidation  of  public  lands 
(7)  in  the  Laguna  Mountain  Area. 

Page  2-27,  Table  2-7,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  after  last  sentence  (before 
SUPPORT),  add  "'Vehicle  use  limited  to  four-wheeled  vehicles  on  designated 
routes." 

Page  2-28,  Table  2-7,  Visual  Resources,  Alternative  4,  should  be  "VRM  Class  3." 

Page  2-33,  Table  2-8,  Vegetation,  Alternative  1,  second  sentence  after  the  word 
"protection,"  insert  "and/or  enhancement." 


Page  2-33,  Table  2-8,  Vegetation,  Alternative  2,  after  first  sentence,  add  "No 
commercial  harvest  in  the  San  Benito  Mountain  Natural  Area."  End  of  last 
sentence,  add  "as  in  Alt.  1." 

Page  2-34,  Table  2-8,,  Soil,  Air  and  Water,  Alternative  2,  first  sentence,  after  the 
word  "watershed"  substitute  "amendment  to  the  ORV  designation  and 
implementation  plan  to  establish  Best  Management  Practices  for  additional 
watershed  enhancement/stabilization  measures."  Under  SUPPORT  add 
"and/or  other  control  measures  as  appropriate." 

Page,  2-35,  Table  2-8,  Wildlife  Habitat  and  RTEs,  Alternative  2,  substitute  after 
"Same  as  Alt.  4,"  "Develop  an  HMP  with  emphasis  on  deer  and  wildlife  habitat 
improvement.  Prescribe  burn  to  maintain  uneven-aged  brushfields  as  outlined 
in  Alt.  4.  Combine  development  with  HMP  to  be  prepared  for  the  area  north 
of  Clear  Creek  (MA  #5).  The  major  emphasis  for  habitat  improvement  will  be 
in  non-serpentine  areas.  In  serpentine  areas,  protection  and/or  enhancement 
of  riparian  zones,  and  sensitive  plant  habitat  will  be  emphasized  in 
accordance  with  the  Clear  Creek  ORV  designation  and  implementation  plan 
and  ACEC  designation."  Under  SUPPORT,  insert  "Approximately"  as  the  first 
word. 

Page  2-36,  Table  2-9,  Livestock  Grazing,  Alternative  4,  second  paragraph  at  end  of 
last  sentence,  add  "(Ciervo  Hills  AMP  and  larger  "M"  category  allotments)." 

Page  2-38,  Table  2-9,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  after  last  sentence  (before 
SUPPORT),  add*"Vehicle  use  in  the  Ciervo  Hills  portion  of  the  MA  outside  the 
OHV  area  would  be  limited  to  four-wheeled  vehicles  on  designated  routes." 

Page  2-41,  Table  2-10,  Livestock  Grazing,  Alternative  2,  second  to  last  sentence, 
add  "on  all  "I"  category  allotments." 

Page  2-53,  Table  2-13,  Oil,  Gas  and  Minerals,  Alternative  4,  add  "No  surface 
occupancy  leases  within  one-mile  of  the  base  perimeters  of  Fort  Hunter- 
Liggett  Military  Reservation." 

Page  2-62,  Table  2-16,  Land  Tenure,  Alternative  2,  change  to  "Same  as  Alt.  3, 
except  no  consolidation  in  the  Red  Mountain  Area." 

Page  2-66,  Table  2-17,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  item  one,  delete  "Hernandez 
Reservoir"  and  substitute  "Byles  Canyon/Tucker  Mountain." 

Page  2-72,  Table  2-18,  footnote,  add  "All  costs  shown  are  in  addition  to  present 
funding  level." 

Map  2  (All  Alternatives),  San  Benito  Mountain  Natural  Area,  delete  T.18S.,  R.12E., 
lots  7  and  9  in  Section  8  and  lots  14,  15,  16  and  17  in  Section  9.  This  was  a 
cartographic  error. 


Map  2  (All  Alternatives),  Utility  corridors,  will  be  revised  to  show  corridors  involving 
public  lands  as  designated  on  the  WUG  Western  Regional  Corridor  Study  maps. 


CHAPTER  3  -  ERRATA 

Page  3-17,  Sensitive,  Rare,  Threatened  or  Endangered  (RTE)  Species,  second 
paragraph,  last  sentence  between  "As  such"  and  "they  are"  insert  "(under  Bureau 
policy)." 


Pages  3-22  through  3-25,  Table  3-12,  corrections: 


Species 

Potential 
on  BLM 

Habitat 

Flowering  Season 

Chloragalum  purpureum 

— 

— 

May 

purpureum 

Clarkia  rostrata 

— 

~ 

April/May 

Euphorbia  hooveri 

low 

valley  grassland 
(mudflats) 

~ 

Frittillaria  agrestis 

low 

valley  grassland 

— 

Gratiola  heterosepala 

low 

vernal  pools,  bogs, 
lake  margins 

April-June 

Lewisia  congdonii 

low 

conifer  forest  (all 
known  sites  on  USFS) 

~ 

Lupinus  spectabilis 

— 

oak/foothill  woodland 

~ 

(rocky  slopes  on 
serpentine) 


Malacothrix  saxatilis 


June-Dec. 


arachnoidea 

Monardella  leucocephala 

low 

valley  grassland 

Orcuttia  greenei 

low 

valley  grassland 
(vernal  pools) 

Orcuttia  pilosa 

low 

Plagiobothrys  scriptus 

low 

valley  grassland 

Page  3-22,  Table  3-12,  delete  "Benitoa  occidentalis." 

Page  3-24,  Table  3-12,  add  "Orthocarpus  campestris  succulentus,  MA-15,  on  or  near 
BLM  -  yes,  potential  on  BLM  -  high,  habitat  -  shallow,  clay  soils  on  volcanic 
tableland,  flowering  season  -  April  to  July." 

Page  3-25,  Table  3-12,  delete  "Raillardella  muirii"  and  add  "Pseudobahia  bahiaefolia, 
MA-15,  on  or  near  BLM  -  yes,  potential  on  BLM  -  high,  habitat  -  shallow,  clay 
soils  in  volcanic  tableland,  flowering  season  -  March/April." 

Page  3-48,  Oil,  Gas  and  Minerals,  last  sentence  add  ",  in  the  past.  These  conflicts  have 
been  largely  resolved  through  working  with  the  mining  claimant." 

Page  3-49,  Page  3-51,  Page  3-59,  Page  3-62,  Sensitive,  Rare,  Threatened  or 
Endangered  Species,  add  "Malathion  spraying  to  control  the  beet  leafhopper  (the 
only  known  vector  of  the  Curly  Top  Virus  which  affects  a  variety  of  agricultural 
crops)  may  be  impacting  the  blunt-nosed  leopard  lizard  and  other  species.  The 
California  Department  of  Food  and  Agriculture  is  responsible  for  the  program 
which  includes  treatment  of  public  land  adjacent  to  cropland  in  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley.  The  Department  and  the  Bureau,  under  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding, 
are  taking  action  to  insure  that  the  program  does  not  adversely  impact  the 
species  or  its  habitat  (Section  7  Consultation,  Environmental  Analysis  and 
Pesticide  Use  Proposal  containing  appropriate  mitigation,  etc.).  Predator 
trapping  and  rodent  poisoning  activities  on  adjacent  private  lands  may  also  be 
impacting  the  kit  fox.  It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  this  activity  affects  public 
lands." 

Page  3-55,  Air  Quality,  item  number  three,  OSHA  standards  have  been  recently  revised 
from  two  fibers  per  cubic  center  to  0.5  fibers  per  cc. 

Page  3-57,  Vegetation,  The  San  Benito  Mountain  Natural  Area  was  established  in  1971. 

Page  3-62,  Sensitive,  Rare,  Threatened  or  Endangered  Species,  second  sentence,  delete 
the  portion  of  the  sentence  in  parenthesis. 

Map  7,  San  Benito/Santa  Lucia  Deer  Herd  boundaries,  should  follow  Salinas  River  from 
San  Luis  Obispo  County  Line  to  Monterey  Bay. 


CHAPTER  4    -    ERRATA 

Page  4-15,  Table  4-5,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  change  total  use  to  25,000  visitor 
hours,  delete  "and  5,000  fishing."  Second  sentence,  first  word  change  to 
"Decreased." 

Page  4-26,  Table  4-8,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  ORV  use  should  be  225,000  visitor 
hours.  Add  as  last  sentence,  "Decreased  impacts  to  RTE  plant  habitat  from 
reduction  of  camping  use  in  Clear  Creek  Canyon." 

Page  4-27,  Table  4-8,  RTEs  and  Vegetation,  Alternative  1,  first  sentence,  after 
"protection"  insert  "and  enhancement." 


Page  4-43,  Table  4-13,  Livestock  Grazing,  Alternative  2,  grazing  lease  #4426  should 
be  #4438. 

Page  4-52,  Table  4-16,  Land  Tenure,  Alternative  2,  delete  and  substitute  "Improved 
access  and  manageability  for  recreation  and  other  uses  in  the  vicinity  of  Henry 
Coe  State  Park.    Otherwise  the  same  as  Alt.  3." 

Page  4-58,  Table  4-17,  Recreation,  Alternative  2,  total  visitor  hours  should  be 
513,000  and  fishing  use  should  be  2,800  visitor  hours. 

Page  4-63,  Mitigation  Measures,  Number  3,  add  "Seek  to  develop  cooperative  law 
enforcement  agreements  with  the  counties  where  possible." 


APPENDICES    -    ERRATA 

Page  A2-2,  Visual  Resources,  add  under  VRM  classes,  "Class  1  -  Natural  ecological 
changes  and  very  limited  management  activity  are  allowed.  Any  contrast 
created  within  the  characteristic  landscape  must  not  attract  attention.  This 
classification  is  applied  to  wilderness  areas,  wild  and  scenic  rivers  and  other 
similar  situations." 

Page  A2-3,  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern,  first  paragraph,  last  sentence, 
substitute  the  word  "property"  for  the  word  "safety." 


GLOSSARY  -  ERRATA 

Page  G-l,  Glossary  -  Abbreviations,  top  of  list  add  "ACEC  -  Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern." 

Page  G-2,  Glossary  -  Terms,  add  after  "Archaeological  Site,"  "Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern:  An  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC) 
is  an  area  within  the  public  lands  where  special  management  attention  is 
required  (when  such  areas  are  developed  or  used  or  where  no  development  is 
required)  to  protect  and  prevent  irreparable  damage  to  important  historic, 
cultural,  or  scenic  values,  fish  and  wildlife  resources,  or  other  natural  systems 
or  processes,  or  to  protect  life  and  property  from  natural  hazards." 


REFERENCES  -  ERRATA 

Page  R-2,  References,  above  "Bury  et  al,  1977,"  add  " ,  1983.    Clear  Creek 

sedimentation  study,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Hollister,  California. 


CHAPTER  5 
CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 


Summary  of  Public  Involvement 

Consultation  and  coordination  with  the  public  and  public  agencies  was  a  planned 
and  integral  part  of  the  development  of  the  management  alternatives  analyzed  for 
this  Draft  EIS  process. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  consultation,  coordination  and  public  participation  in 
the  EIS  process: 

Notice  of  Intent  (NOI)  to  begin  RMP  published  in  the  Federal  Register  and 
filed  with  the  California  State  Clearinghouse  on  February  19,  1982. 

Preplanning  analysis  completed  and  available  for  public  review  and 
comment  in  June,  1982. 

Notice  of  Availability  (NOA)  of  planning  criteria  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  and  filed  with  the  California  State  Clearinghouse  on  June  17, 
1982. 

Notice  of  Intent  amendment  published  in  the  Federal  Register  and  filed 
with  the  California  State  Clearinghouse  to  include  the  entire  Hollister 
Resource  Area  on  July  27,  1982. 

Letters  mailed  to  various  local,  State  and  Federal  agencies  to  establish 
coordination  meetings  on  August  4,  1982. 

Letters  mailed  to  all  parties  on  RMP  mailing  list  and  political  delegation 
explaining  RMP  process,  current  and  future  stages,  on  July  30,  1982. 

Series  of  meetings  held  with  affected  local,  State  and  Federal  agencies 
during  October,  1982. 

Amendment  to  previous  NOA  of  planning  criteria  published  in  Federal 
Register  on  December  21,  1982. 

Follow-up  information  letter  sent  to  "purged"  mailing  list  (responses  from 
July  mailing),  January  10,  1983.  This  letter  provided  information  on  the 
AMS/Alternative  formulation  process  and  solicited  further  input  to  be 
considered  at  that  stage. 


A  third  follow-up  letter  sent  to  revised  mailing  list  (consisting  of  all  those 
on  second  mailing  and  a  portion  of  those  on  original  mailing  who  were 
considered  valid  for  retention),  March  1,  1983.  This  letter  provided 
information  on  revised  issues  and  announced  the  start  of  the  Draft  EIS  and 
tentative  time  for  public  meetings  to  be  held. 

The  DEIS  was  filed  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  and 
an  NOA  was  published  on  September  30,  1983.  Additionally,  on  September 
30,  1983,  BLM  published  an  NOA  for  the  Draft  EIS  in  the  Federal 
Register. 

A  90-day  public  comment  period  was  given  ending  December  31,  1983. 

Three  public  open  house  meetings  were  held  November  1-3,  1983  in 
Hollister,  San  Jose  and  Fresno  respectively. 

Comments  received  at  the  three  public  open  house  meetings  (a  total  of  87  people 
attended)  were  considered  in  the  decision  process.  Generally  these  comments  could 
be  grouped  as  follows: 

ORV  enthusiasts  generally  preferred  Alternative  2  (Balanced  Use)  for  the 
Clear  Creek  Area,  some  also  endorsed  Alternative  3  and  4.  Most 
preferred  Alternative  3  for  the  Sierra  de  Salinas  and  Pinnacles 
Management  Areas. 

Hobby  mineral  collectors  generally  preferred  Alternative  4  for  Clear 
Creek.  They  also  wanted  to  see  mineral  segregations  continued  and  hobby 
collection  areas  protected  from  mining  related  activities. 

Ranchers  and  private  landowners  generally  opposed  increased  recreation 
use  (particularly  in  the  Clear  Creek  and  Pinnacles  Areas).  Most  were 
neutral  on  sale  of  public  lands.  They  felt  if  sales  were  necessary,  adjacent 
landowners  should  have  preference  rights. 

A  number  of  telephone  comments  were  also  received  and  documented,  including  ten 
from  local  ranchers.  Ranchers  generally  wanted  clarification  on  range-related 
proposals  (suitability  adjustments  and/or  season  of  use,  etc.).  Other  telephone 
comments  were  generally  followed  up  in  writing. 
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LIST  OF  AGENCIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  TO  WHOM  COPIES  OF  THE  EIS  WERE  SENT 


In  addition  to  interested  individuals,  comments  on  the  Draft  EIS  were  requested 
from  the  following  agencies  and  interest  groups  (an  asterisk(*)  indicates  those  who 
responded  to  the  DEIS). 


ELECTED  OFFICIALS 


Federal 


Leon  Panetta  -  Representative* 
Pete  Wilson  -  Senator 
Tony  Coelho  -  Representative 
Charles  Pashayan  -  Representative 
Alan  Cranston  -  Senator 

State 

Rusty  Areias  -  Assemblyman 
Jim  Costa  -  Assemblyman 
Eric  Seastrand  -  Assemblyman 
Bill  Jones  -  Assemblyman 
Gary  Condit  -  Assemblyman 
Alfred  Alquist  -  Senator 
Ken  Maddy  -  Senator 
Henry  Mello  -  Senator 


GOVERNMENT 

Federal 

Environmental  Protection  Agency  -  Region  9* 

National  Park  Service  -  Western  Region  and  Pinnacles  National  Monument* 

U.S.  Forest  Service  -  Los  Padres,  Sierra*  and  Sequoia  National  Forests 

Soil  Conservation  Service  -  Gilroy,  Salinas,  Fresno 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (Endangered  Species  Office)  -  Sacramento* 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation  -  Fresno 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Army  -  Fort  Hunter  Liggett 


11 


State 

Office  of  the  Governor 

California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game   -   Regions  3  &  4* 

California  Department  of  Forestry   -   Regions  4  &  5* 

California  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 

Native  American  Heritage  Commission 

California  Department  of  Water  Resources 

California  Department  of  Conservation 

California  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation* 

Air  Resources  Board 

Division  of  Mines  and  Geology 

Division  of  Oil  and  Gas 

Regional 

Monterey  Bay  Unified  Air  Pollution  Control  District 

Monterey  Peninsula  Regional  Park  District 

Central  Coast  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board   -   San  Luis  Obispo 

Central  Valley  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board   -   Fresno 

County 

County  Planning  Departments  and  Boards  of  Supervisors 

Counties:  Alameda    .  San  Benito* 

Contra  Costa  San  Joaquin 

Fresno*  San  Mateo 

Madera  Santa  Clara* 

Merced  Santa  Cruz 

Monterey*  Stanislaus 

Fresno  County  Parks  and  Recreation  Department* 

Fresno  County  Farm  Advisor 

San  Benito  County  Farm  Advisor 

San  Benito  County  Water  Conservation  and  Flood  Control  District* 

Madera  County  Farm  Advisor 

INTERESTED  GROUPS/ORGANIZATIONS 

Environmental 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council 

Sierra  Club* 

California  Wilderness  Coalition 

California  Native  Plant  Society* 

National  Audubon  Society 

The  Nature  Conservancy 

The  Wilderness  Society 
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Livestock 

Bakersfield  Grazing  Advisory  Board 
Hollister  Resource  Area  Operators 

Minerals 

ASARCO,  Inc. 

Bunker  Oil  Company 

Sohio  Petroleum  Company 

Conoco,  Inc. 

Gulf  Oil  Company 

Minerals  Exploration  Coalition 

Atlantic  Richfield  Company* 

Anaconda  Minerals 

Santa  Clara  Valley  Gem  and  Mineral  Society* 

Monterey  Bay  Mineral  Society 

California  Federation  of  Mineralogical  Societies 

Chevron  USA,  Inc. 

Shell  Oil  Company 

Western  Mining  Council 

Union  Oil  Co.* 

Black  Hills  Institute  of  GeologicalResearch* 

Fossils,  Etc.* 

Recreation 

California  Association  of  Four-Wheel  Drive  Clubs,  Inc.* 

American  Motorcyclist  Association 

Merced  Dirt  Riders,  Inc. 

M.O.R.E. 

Salinas  Ramblers  Motorcycle  Club* 

National  Outdoor  Coalition 

Mountaineers  Motorcycle  Club 

Los  Gatos  Motorcycle  Club 

Ridgerunners  Motorcycle  Club 

CORVA 

Wildlife 

Sportsmen's  Council  of  Central  California 

Fresno  County  Sportsmen's  Club* 

Salinas  Bowmen,  Inc. 

Salinas  Sportsmen's  Club 

Southern  Monterey  County  Sportsmen's  Club 

Mission  Trail  Bowhunter  Association 

San  Benito  County  Fish  and  Game  Commission 
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Native  American 

Big  Sandy  Rancheria 

Fresno  American  Indian  Council,  Inc. 

Sycamore  Valley  Association 

Santa  Rosa  Rancheria 

Table  Mountain  Association 

University 

James  Clawson,  University  of  California 

James  Griffin,  University  of  California  (Hastings  Reservation) 

John  Hutchinson,  University  of  California 

Arthur  Staebler,  California  State  University,  Fresno 

Other 

Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company* 

FMC  Corporation 

Watson  Telecommunications 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

Western  Land  Exchange 

Southern  California  Edison  Company* 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  RESPONSES 


All  letters  were  reviewed  to  determine  if  they  met  the  required  criteria  for 
response,  i.e.,  discussion  of  the  adequacy  of  the  DEIS.  Substantive  comments  which 
presented  new  data,  questioned  facts  and/or  analyses,  or  commented  on  issues 
bearing  directly  on  the  DEIS  of  the  environmental  impacts  of  the  alternatives  were 
fully  evaluated  and  given  responses.  Changes  or  additions  have  been  incorporated 
into  this  final  statement. 

Comments  and  related  responses  are  identified  by  the  number  of  the  comment 
letter  and  the  number  of  the  comment  in  that  letter. 

A  total  of  68  interested  citizens,  federal  and  state  agencies,  and  private 
organizations  submitted  written  comments  on  the  DEIS  as  of  December  31,  1983. 
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